by the fact that the inhabitants of the U.S.A. have never
known from their own bitter experience that the church
is an organization for coercing the mind and conscience
of man, and have never experienced this as poignantly
as the inhabitants of Europe. You should acquaint yourselves
with the bloody affrays that took place at the oecumenical
councils, with the fiendishness, ambit iousness and selfishness
of the "great Church teachers/' You would learn quite
a lot in particular from the story of the charlatanry at
the Council of Ephesus. You should do some reading on
the history of heresies, acquaint yourselves with the ex-
termination of "heretics^ in the early centuries of Christian-
ity, with the Jewish pogroms, with the massacres of the
Albigenses and the Taborites, and with the bloody policy
of the Church of Christ in general. Interesting for the
under-educated is the history of the Inquisition, but not,
of course, as given in the account of your fellow-country-
man, Washington Lee, which was approved by the censor-
ship of the Vatican, the initiator of the Inquisition. It
is quite presumable that if you were to acquaint yourselves
with all this, you would arrive at the conviction that
the Church Fathers worked very zealously to consolidate
the power of a minority over the majority, and that if
they fought heresies, it was because the heresies originated
among the working masses, who instinctively sensed the
mendacity of the churchmen. They preached a religion for
slaves, a religion which the masters never accepted other-
wise than through misunderstanding or from fear of the
slaves. Your historian, van. Loon, claims in an article
on "great historical blunders^ that the Church had to fight
against, and not for, the teachings of the Gospels. He says
that Titus committed a supreme blunder in destroy-